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Eholl what manner of Love the Father hath 
beſtow'd upon us, that we ſhould be call d the 

Sons of God ! (ays St. Fobn, (1 Ep. Ill. 1.) 

but as if even that Love, wonderful as 

tis, were yet too little, behold another and great- 
er Pnvilege aſſerted to us by St. Pax ! For, where- 
a5 among Men, tho' Parents may extend their Af- 
feftion to all their Off-ſpring equally, yet Cuſtom 
and Convenience give Advantage to ſome Chil- 
dren above others in Point of Intereſt and For- 
tune, Our Heavenly Father's Bounty is as diffuſive 
as his Family, and the Prerogative of this Spiritnal 
Race ſet much above that of Common Sons. For 
it is the unparallell'd Privilege of Chriſtians, to be 
like (o many Firſt-bornz We are not only ad- , 
mitted to the Title of Children, - but are joyn'd 
with God's Only-begotten in his Royalties and 
Poſlellions too, and have a Right of Inheritance 
convey'd to every ore of us: Infomuch that the 
Apoſtle here makes This to be a neceſſary Con- 
ſequence of the formerz The Spirit it ſelf ( lays 
he ) beareth witneſs with our Spirit, that we are the 
Children of God, (Ver. 16.) from whence he infers 
in the Words of my Text, Azd- if Children, ther 


Heirs, Heirs of God, and Joynt-heirs with Chriſt. 
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Secondly, As this manner of: Expreidtonmight 
be imended to beget in Good-Men a moceſted- 
faſt Expecarion of their furure Happineſs, ſo might 
it hkewiſe be choſen'to check all -unreaſonablegs 
pinion” of their own” Performances. - When the 
the Scriptures; in ſome other Palligen 51 cg 
Fhat Happineto/ be the Reward of Men's Obe- 
dience, Partiality, and the dear Love of -gurficlues, 
are apt to ſtep in; /andblow.'ns up with lofty ing 
ginations'of' I know not what mighty 
ns. -How apt Humane. Nature is roindulge 
Swellings of the- Mind, ':and -to- pertuade it {elf, 
that even the Word of1God hath count 
fuch' Vanity, -we need not go far to learn.) 
wicked, ard buttoo ſaccefstat» Pains will reach, 
which have- been'rak<n m ſome other di 
ons *, to bring Men -oft from -the' too. 
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God requires Sincerity and Good-works, and 
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Coninuance: and rg the Thing in 
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Thirdly.: Another , Virtue: reſulting. fro 
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fore it highly'concerns you to- recolleR' and pra» 
ice thoſe DoQrines, with a Diligence 
nable to His that inculcated' them:: Forg:1af fo 
much good Seed through ' your, i, produce 
not much good Fruit, rhe: Ground, - aflure/yaur 
ſelves, will/ be cusſed and condemned for us Bar- 
rennefs : And the more you might \have learned” _ 
and done; by the Influence of ſuch laſtruftion.add 
ſuch an Example, the heavier ſhall. Your Account 
be, and the more _deſervedly dreadful: Your:Can- 
demnation. 0,03 4 5041 re ot 
2. That We, Thirdly, who baye the Honour of 
the ſame Profeſſion, -do, like him, .dedicate'oar 
Lives and Labours entirely to the Service of. God, 
and the Promotion of his Glory, by ſetting for« 
ward the love and praQtice of Virtue, and the Sal- 
vation of Mankind, Eſpecially, that we make # 
our chief Care to eſtabli , ſecure the eſſential 
and moſt neceſſary parts of Religionz which the 
ſhameleſs Infolence and Impiety ,of the profligate 
Age we live in, ſeems now, as much as ever, to 
require from us, And, though all of us cannot 
do this with His Learning and Ablities, yet it 
will be our own-Faalt, if we do not all {t it 
with"a Diligerice and Zeal equal ro His,” 
if we do, our faithful Endeavours will be accept- 
ed and approved, even.of ,Men z, bar if this Expe- 
Ration ſhould fail us too, and we find our ſelves 
unable to effeft the Good .,we intend, yer. it-is..1n- 
couragement ſufficient for us, to, ahowed. iu. tbe Wark 
of the Lord, that we are ſure our Labquy-. ſpall nos, 
Cannot be. in ;@4in-iu the Lord, oe. 
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